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133rd National Encampment  
By Al Smith  

Atlanta, GA: On a warm Atlanta morning 

more than 200 brothers from the various de-

partments of the Sons of Union Veterans of 

the Civil War came together for the 133rd 

Annual National Encampment. This encamp-

ment was also the 128th National Encamp-

ment of the Ladies of the Grand Army of the 

Republic and the Auxiliary of the Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War. In the two 

days of meetings, many issues from the filing 

of the various tax forms required by the In-

ternal Revenue Service to the question of a 

brother desiring to have dual membership. 

Our membership grew by 226 in 2013-2014 

showing that a greater interest in our organi-

zation is being generated.  

 

One issue that raised a great deal of discussion and comment was the question that if a brother was 

charged with a felony crime in one state and resigned, could he then return in the future and join our 

ranks from another. The question of guilty until proven innocent was a key sticking point. This issue was 

sent for further review. Other important issues would be discussed and voted upon either in the affirma-

tive or in the negative. Some would be sent to committee for further review and consideration.  

 

What I consider to be the high light of the encampment was the installation of the new Commander-In-

Chief Tad Campbell. Brother Campbell was the 2013-2014 Senior Vice Commander-In-Chief represent-

ing the Department of California and will now assume the top job of the SUVCW. Leaving that position 

was Ken Freshley from the Department of Ohio who spent his year in office doing a superb job to ad-

vance the causes of the SUVCW.  

 

The Closing Ceremonies was a grand banquet held on Saturday evening in the Grand Ballroom of the 

Hilton Hotel and enjoyed by all. The 134th Encampment will be held in Richmond, Virginia.  

 

In the picture above are Conley Ford, Dexter Bishop, Ed Norris, Dan Murray, Al Smith, Stephen Twin-

ing, Ken London and Perley Mellor.  
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Charlestown Civil War Remembrance by Al Smith 

 

On a cool and dreary April 27th with the threat of rain in the offering, members from various 

camps of the Sons of Union Vets joined the Charlestown Civil 

War Remembrance Committee in a program of remembrance 

on the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. Participating in this 

event were members of Camp 5, Camp 25, Camp 22 and 

Camp 104 who dressed in Union Blue paid tribute to the men 

from Charlestown, Massachusetts who fought and died in the 

Civil War. The men from Charlestown fought in battles 

throughout the Civil War. Beginning 

in 1861 at the Battle of 1st Bull Run 

and Balls Bluff, and in the 1862 cam-

paigns in Maryland, Fredericksburg, Peninsular and by 1863 followed 

by involvements in the both the Chancellorsville and Gettysburg Cam-

paigns. Later in 1864 they participated in the Richmond-Petersburg 

Campaign and finally the battle to capture Alexandria, Virginia. The 

Charlestown men proved to their families at home that they fought in 

some of the fiercest and bloodiest battles of the Civil War.  

 

The program of he day was that Paul Zuffante, President of the Abra-

ham Lincoln Post #11 opened with welcoming remarks. He then invited 

representatives from such groups as the Charlestown Historical Society, U.S. Air Force Junior 

R.O.T.C., Bunker Hill Post #26 and to speak, our very own, Department Senior Vice Com-

mander Dexter Bishop who brought words from Department Commander Ed Norris who was 

unable to attend. The high light of the event was a Civil War era concert by the Providence Bri-

gade Band. All in attendance thoroughly enjoyed listening to the period music. As the day wore 

with little hope of any sunshine, the long list of Charlestown men was read reminding us of who 

those men were and that they would not be forgotten.  

 

The days events were culminated when we marched to the training field and there a memorial 

ceremony and a wreath laying ceremony were finalize the tribute paid to the Charlestown dead. 

The ceremony included the Color Guard from the U.S.S. Constitution, the Junior Air Force 

R.O.T.C. Color Guard, The Color Guard from the S.U.V.C.W. and accompanied music from 

the Providence Brigade Band. The program was well organized, it benefited the occasion and 

did pride to the men of Charlestown who fought and died for their country. Those of us who 

participated can look with pride that they were part of this memorial event.  

Paul Kentworthy 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE 

SERGEANT CHARLES F. FERGURSON  

CO I 1st Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment  

 

Beverly, MA: On Saturday June 21st in the Central 

Cemetery members of Charles H. Bond Camp 104 

met for a memorial service to Sergeant Charles F. Fer-

gurson CO I 1st Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry 

Regiment. Sergeant Ferguson a resident of Beverly 

served in the 1st Massachusetts from enlistment in 

1861 until he died of wounds received from the Battle 

of Gettysburg in 1863. During the memorial service 

members of the camp who participated were George 

H. Rutter with US Flag, William B. Naughton, Ken 

London with US Army 3rd Corps Flag, reading “The 

Unknown Dead” was Kevin Tucker, and a salute of 

three volleys were fired by the firing squad consisting 

of Edward T. Kelly Jr. , Richard Nichol and Dan 

Murray.  

Pembroke, MA: Brothers from Camp 50, 104 and 3188 participated in a headstone dedication 

to Civil War Veteran Howland Sampson Bonney. Although he died in 1918 it wasn’t until Sat-

urday afternoon on August 23rd that a headstone was dedicated at his resting place in Pem-

broke. Diane Coleman-Horne, his great great granddaughter said, “I felt very proud. I felt like 

he finally got the recognition he was due”.  

 

This event was coordinated by Matthew Wallace-Gross who got members from Camp 50, 3188 

and 104 together along with the 22nd MA Infantry and US Sanitary Commission.  

 

HEADSTONE DEDICATION 

HOWLAND SAMPSON BONNEY 

CO E 18th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment  
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L.A. TIFFT  

CAMP 15  

CONDUCT  

MEMORIAL DAY 

SERVICE IN  

WILBRAHAM 
 

 

 

Wilbraham, MA: At the Adams Ceme-

tery in Wilbraham members of L.A. Tifft 

Camp 15 met for a Memorial Day Ser-

vice. Of note is that as many as 84 head-

stones were destroyed after a June 2011 

tornado and July 2011 microburst. After 

$200,000.00 the headstones have been 

repaired or replaced and over 45 new trees 

have been planted to replace those 

downed by the storms at Adams Ceme-

tery.  

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST…..DO YOU REMEMBER? 

Civil War Fact: At the beginning of the Northern states had a combined population of 22 million peo-

ple. The Southern states had a combined population of about 9 million. This disparity was reflected in 

the size of the armies in the field. The Union forces outnumbered the Confederate roughly two to one.  
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Department of  

MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICERS 

2013-2014 

 

Commander 

Ed Norris  

PH:978-365-7628 

Email: norris.ed@comcast.net 

 

Senior Vice Commander 

Dexter Bishop 

PH:978-887-2264 

Email: genord9@comcast. net 

 

Junior Vice Commander 

Conley W. Ford 

Email: cfordcon@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

Dan Murray 

PH: 603-340-6571 

Email:d_murray@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary 

Richard Carter 

Email: sgt20001@aol.com 

 

Chaplin 

Robert H. Knight, PDC 

P.O. Box 384 

Feeding Hills, MA 01030 

(413-786-0730) 

 

Council Member 

Couselor 

Kevin Tucker 

(781)-662-7758 

Email: ktsuv@outlook.com 

 

Council Member 

George Maple Jr. 

Email: gmaplejr@gmail.com 

 

Council Member 

Peter Rotando 

76 Sterling Street 

West Boylston,MA 01583 

(508)-835-4896 

 

Patriotic Instructor 

Al Smith  

Email: ohjudyoh@yahoo.com 

Belchertown, MA  

 

Graves Registration Officer 

Stephen W. Twining 

70 Sawmill Pond Road 

Fitchburg, MA 01420-6041 

Email: suvcw1@gmail.com 

 

Eagle Scout Award 

Timothy Callahan 

Email: timpapacallahan@comcast.net 

(781-848-5304) 

 

G.A.R. Highway 

Bob Borden 

Email: arachneas@aol.com 

(781-878-4446) 

 

Historian 

George Kane 

Email: gkane217@live.com 

(413-592-2166) 

 

Civil War Memorials Officer 

Reynaldo Rodriguez 

Email: williegrout25@verizon.net 

(508-793-8210) 

 

Camp Organizer 

Chip Chambers 

Email: chipsravensnet@yahoo.com 

(508-872-3163) 

 

Signals Officer 

Jack Manning 

Email: JManning@suvmass.org 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the Civil War, the battlefield tactics used were 

those of the Napoleonic Wars in Europe. The bayonet charge was a 

common tactic. By the time of the Civil War, the mass charge of 

bayonet wielding soldiers was often disastrous because of the im-

provements in firearms. Rifling added to the musket and cannon bar-

rels along with ammunition improvements greatly increased their 

range and accuracy. The bayonet simply became a relic responsible 

for few battlefield wounds. Although there were many mass charges 

and hand-to-hand bayonet fights, they were short in duration. Bayonets were issued and less a 

weapon than other uses such as drill, tent stakes, candle holders and digging holes.  

Lynn Memorial Day  by Al Smith 

Once again, members of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War joined in the march 

held on Memorial Day in Lynn. The day was 

breezy and warm but was inviting to all par-

ticpants . The march was about a mile and half 

winding its way through many of the streets 

lined with thousands of cheering fans waving 

flags and mutli-colored balloons. The parade 

was comprised of marching bands from several 

high schools, military groups and fraternal or-

ganizations. Members of Camp 5, Camp 22 and 

Camp 104 marched behind one of the marching 

bands from Lynn. Marching behind the band helped some of the old timers keep in step. 

As one of the marchers, I felt pretty good that I was still able to march in step. Toward the 

end of the parade, we passed the reviewing stand crowded with many of Lynn’s dignitar-

ies. All of us paid tribute to them with eyes right continuing to the finishing area. Once 

there we broke up and sought liquid refreshment and talked about the great time we had. 

UPCOMING EVENTS!  

 
Lincoln Brunch 

Sunday February 15, 2015 at 

10:30AM 

Harrington’s Pub 

17 Water Street, Wakefield, MA 

 

Department Encampment 
Friday April 24 & Saturday April 25,2015  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=UF04VyXgoBDs-M&tbnid=z5xpC87PqyXCfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ci.lynn.ma.us%2F&ei=QZagU63oI4nRsQTNzIG4DA&bvm=bv.68911936,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHYnrOyEedoinTJw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lolapearlbakeshoppe.com%2F2013_02_01_archive.html&ei=YPStVPjLAcGVNt-shIAF&bvm=bv.83134100,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNF_lj1eVGJwzib-cXXiYotiIpT8R
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Worcester, MA: On September 6th, Worcester held its annual canal fest. Present to educate and pro-

mote the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War were Tim Shea and Stuart Chambers of Camp 25.  

 

WORCESTER 

 CANNAL  

FEST 

2014 
Tim Shea on left, Stuart 

Chambers on the right.  

BRAINTREE SOLDIERS MEMORIAL RE-DEDICATION 
CEREMONY  

 

Braintree, MA: On Tuesday June 17th the town of Braintree 

rededicated its Civil War monument 140 years after it was first 

unveiled in 1874. The monument honors 46 soldiers from 

Braintree who died in the war. At the ceremony the Braintree 

High School Concert Choir sang patriotic music and the town 

mayor Joseph Sullivan laid a wreath. Among those participat-

ing in his blue uniform was Tim Callahan of Camp 104. 

Brother Tim also played a role in the renovation of the monument. At a cost of $10,000 to re-

pair, Brother Tim acquired funds from the SUVCW to assist. All brothers are encouraged to 

register civil war monuments and to acquire funds to assist in renovations.  

Civil War Fact: Bayonets accounted for less than 4 percent of battlefield wounds; artillery fire caused 5 percent. 

Bullets on the other hand, caused more than 90 percent of the wounds.  
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OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD DANIEL MURRAY 
Special Note: For this Summer Issue, the Clarion Call is dedicating its issue to Daniel Murray and his story is here for all 

to read. The Spring Issue was dedicated to Kevin Tucker and  his story is published in that issue for all to read. 

 

I am currently living in Brentwood, New Hampshire. 

While researching the family genealogy in the early 

1990s I found that one of my ancestors was Sgt. An-

drew J. Kelley Company E 1st United States Sharp-

shooters. Since I can remember I have always been in-

terested in the American Civil War and while reading 

the Civil War News I saw an advertisement for the Sons 

of Union Veterans of the Civil War. I sent in my appli-

cation and joined W.W. Brown Camp #1 Department of 

New Hampshire in 1999. While serving as Regional 

Commander I got to know some of the Brothers from 

Massachusetts. I went on the Gettysburg trip several 

times and in 2007 I decided to become a dual member in the Department of Massachusetts and 

joined Charles H. Bond Camp 104. 

 

In the Department of New Hampshire I have served in every elected office at the Camp level. At 

Department level in New Hampshire I have been Council member, Junior Vice Commander twice, 

Senior Vice Commander twice and Department Commander five times. I have also been on the De-

partment Encampment Committee for 14 years; I was chairman of the Department National En-

campment Committee in 2005 and also served on the Bylaws revision committee. 

 

At Camp level in the Department of Massachusetts I have served on the Council. I have been on the 

Remembrance Day Trip Committee for 6 years. At Department level I have been a Council member 

for 1 year, Secretary for 3 terms, Treasurer 3 terms and I am currently the Secretary/Treasurer. 

 

I have been the New England Regional Vice Commander twice and New England Regional Com-

mander in 2004-05. 

 

At the National level I have been on the Battlefield Preservation Committee, the Civil War Memori-

als Committee, the Military Affairs Committee and served a three year term on the Council of Ad-

ministration.  

 

Two of the highlights of my time in the Sons has been the burial of the six unknown soldiers from 

Massachusetts at the Bourne National Cemetery and the re-internment ceremony of Lt. Elihu Legro 

in Rochester, New Hampshire. 

 

I think to get the most out of any organization you belong to you have to get involved in events that 

the organization participates in. I think you need to do more than just attend a Camp’s business 

meeting. To belong to an organization is not just paying dues or getting a certificate to hang on the 

wall; it also involves a member’s commitment. I believe the best way to get members committed at 

both the Department and Camp level is to get them to participate in activities that they enjoy and to 

help further the goals of the organization. By participating, not only do you get to know your fellow 

Brothers but it also leads to more involvement.  

 

The organization is what we make of it.  
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GETTYSBURG TRIP REMEMBERED  
By Al Smith  

 

Gettysburg, PA: I have just returned from an 

emotionally stimulating and physically demand-

ing trip to the holiest of holy battlefields from 

the Civil War. Gettysburg. My trip was my par-

ticipation in the Remembrance Day Ceremony 

held there from November 13 through Novem-

ber 16. To be there with other members of the 

SUV and other Civil War organizations includ-

ing members from Southern groups was inspir-

ing. The weekend began with the planting of 

both the US flag but also the flag of Massachu-

setts at the graves of all the Massachusetts men 

who died at the battle. The next day a serve for 

the fallen would culminate with the placing of 

sprig of rosemary as a sign of remembrance and 

reading the names of the dead. This was our 

way of paying tribute to these men. Throughout 

the cemetery this same process was repeated from members of other states paying tribute to their fallen 

soldiers. While this was happening, music from drums, bugles and fifes were permeating throughout the 

Gettysburg National Cemetery. This truly was indeed a Remembrance Ceremony. One had to think 

about what happened here.  

 

What better way to end such a great weekend but to have music and dance. Saturday night was the night 

to dance the night away. The Remembrance Day Parade was an inspiration to all that either marched or 

was viewed by the thousands of people both citizens of and visitors to Gettysburg. As a participant I as 

inspired to march but even though having arthritic knees I kept on going knowing what I was about to 

accomplish. For those of you who are members of the SUVCW and did not attend, you missed a won-

derful weekend filled with friendship and patriotism. If you can come, please do. 

 

 

 

Worcester, MA: On 

Tuesday November 11th, 

members from Willie 

Grout Camp 25 partici-

pated in the Annual Vet-

eran’s Day Parade. They 

included new Camp 

Commander Paul Grady, 

Caleb Simeon Matson, 

Rey Rodriguez, Maurice 

Healy and Mal Grant.  

61st AnnuAl WORCEstER VEtERAn’s DAy CEREmOny 
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WAKEFIELD HISTORY MUSEUM COMMEMORATES  
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CIVIL WAR  

LIVING HISTORY ENCAMPMENT 

 
Wakefield, MA: The brothers of Camp 104 had a great 
event educating the folks of Wakefield and the surrounding 
area. Brothers from Camp 5, 22, 25 and 50 also partici-
pated. A note of thanks to Richard Nichols, Kevin Tucker, 
George Rutter, Bill Naughton, Chip Chambers, Rod Lun-
den, Al Smith, Ken London, Dexter Bishop, the 22nd Mas-
sachusetts, The Sanitary Commission, the Friends of Boson 
Harbor Islands, and the Wakefield Historical Society.  
 



 
VISIT THE DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS WEBSITES AT: 

www.suvmass.org and www.facebook.com/suvcwmass 
 
The Clarion Call 
20 Howland Terrace 

Worcester, MA 01602 
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  Final Muster 
Brother William Wenk of L.A. Tifft Camp 15 passed away on April 29, 2014 

Brother Joseph S. Vecchione of A.A. Sherman Camp 18 passed away on May 26, 2014 

Brother Brian Caputo of Charles H. Bond Camp 104 passed away on October 12, 2014 

 


